
Legend tells that the students of Rabbi Akiva, who were fighting with one 
another and dying of plague, stopped dying on the day of Lag B’Omer. 
 
The Death of the Disciples 
 
It was said that Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of disciples, from 
Gabbatha to Antipatris, and all of them died at the same time because they 
did not treat each other with respect.  The world remained desolate until 
Rabbi Akiva came to out masters in the south and taught Torah to them.  
These were Rabbi Meir, Rabbi Judah, Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi Elazar.  All 
of them died between Pesach and Shavuot. 
  Babylonian Talmud, Yevamot 63a 
 
 

Fire and The Death of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 

Jewish tradition also says that Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai died on Lag 
B’Omer after revealing the teachings of the Zohar.  In Israel Lag 
B’Omer is celebrated with bonfires, and with pilgrimages to Shimon bar 
Yochai’s grave in Meron. 

When Rabbi Shimon looked up and saw that the house was full, he wept 
and said, "On another occasion, when I was deathly ill, Rabbi Pinchas 
ben Yair was with me. While I was choosing my place [in the Garden of 
Eden] they granted me [extra years] until now. When I returned [to the 
living], a fire surrounded me and it never ceased, so that no person could 
come in to me without permission. Now I see that it has ceased, and so 
the house has filled up [with visitors who entered without my 
permission]. While they were sitting Rabbi Shimon opened his eyes [in 
the sense of spiritual gazing into the higher worlds] and saw what he 
saw, and experienced the revelation of the Shechina.  Then fire 
surrounded the house, so that everyone fled outside leaving only Rabbi 
Elazar and Rabbi Abba [who were worthy of receiving the Shechina]…  
[When  Rav  Shimon died], all that day, the  fire  did not  desist from the 
house, and no one approached  it, since  they  could  not as the 
fire  was  all  around. 
        Zohar Ha'azinu, Idra Zuta, volume III, 296b 
 
 
 



The Descent of the Manna from Heaven 
 
The Chatam Sofer teaches that the manna first fell on Lag B’Omer, after the 
Israelites had finished the matzah and gone hungry for three days.  Manna, 
the food of revelation, is the food of Lag B’Omer. 
 
“Now the manna was like gad seed [coriander seed].”  Rabbi Assi said: 
round like a seed and white like a pearl.  Others say: gad: it was like a tale 
(haggadah) which draws the heart of man like water.  A baraita taught: gad 
(telling) because it revealed to Israel whether the child [of a remarried 
woman] was one of nine months’ pregnancy from the first husband, or of 
seven months’ pregnancy from the second husband.  “White” because it 
makes white the sins of Israel…. 
 
“And they brought to him free-will offerings every morning.  What does 
“every morning” mean?  Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani in the name of Rabbi 
Yochanan said: This means that together with the manna there came down 
precious stones and pearls, as it is said: “the nesi’im (princes, or literally the 
ones who are lifted up) brought the onyx stones.”  Nesi’im means clouds, as 
it is said, “clouds and winds without rain.” And the taste of it was as a cake 
baked with oil.  Rabbi Avuha said: Do not read leshad (cake) but shad 
(breast).  Just as the infant finds every flavor in a breast, so also Israel found 
every taste in the manna as long as they were eating it.  Some there are who 
say: Leshad means a demon.  Even as the demon changes into many colors, 
so did the manna change into many tastes. 
  Babylonian Talmud, Yoma 75a 
 
 
 
The Rainbow-Sage of Lag B’Omer 
 
By custom, Jewish children play with bows and arrows on Lag B;Omer.  
Mystics say this refers to the rainbow, which in the Zohar is associated with 
the Divine radiance.  Rabbi Shimon himself represented the power of the 
rainbow, so no rainbow was needed in his days. On the day of his death, we 
remind ourselves of the rainbow’s power to bring Divine light into the 
world. 
 
The Holy One of Blessing said: “The waters of Noah have caused me to 
reveal zot (the Shekhinah) in the world, as it is written: ‘This (zot) is the sign 



of my covenant.’ [The rainbow serves to remind of the Shekhinah when 
people in the world forget.] …  It is one of the signs of a saintly and virtuous 
person that the rainbow does not appear in his days, and the world does not 
require this sign while he is alive.  Such a one prays for the world and 
shields it, like Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, in whose days the world never 
required the sign of the rainbow, for he was himself a sign.  When 
punishment was decreed against the world, he could annul it. 
 
One day he was sitting at the gate of Lydda, when he lifted up his eyes and 
saw the light of the sun darkened three times, and black and yellow spots 
appearing in the sun.  He said to his son Rabbi Elazar: “Follow me, my son, 
and let us see what happens, for some punishment is decreed above and God 
desires to let me know.  For such a decree is suspended thirty days and God 
does not carry it out before making it known to the righteous, as it is written: 
for the Eternal will do nothing until it is revealed to God’s servants the 
prophets.” 
 
They came into a vineyard, where they saw a serpent advancing like a coil of 
fire along the ground.  Rabbi Shimon shook his garments and brought his 
hand down on the head of the serpent, which stopped, though its tongue still 
moved.  He said to it: “Serpent, serpent, go and tell the supernal serpent that 
Rabbi Shimon is still alive.”  It then put its head in a hole in the ground.  He 
said: “I ordain that just as this serpent has returned to its hole in the ground, 
the supernal serpent shall return to the great abyss.”  Rabbi Shimon then 
began to pray.  As they were praying they hear a voice say: “Ministers of 
evil, return to your place, you band of ruffians, abide not in the world, for 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai annuls your power.  Happy are you, Rabbi 
Shimon, that your Master cares for your honor at all times, above that of 
other mortals.” By this time he saw that the sun was shining again and the 
blackness had passed.  He said: “Surely the world is safe again.” 
  Zohar III, 15b 
 
 
Eating The Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge 

The ancient book of Jubilees tells us that the day before Lag B’Omer (the 
17th of Iyar, eighteen days prior to Shavuot) was the day that the first 
humans ate the fruit of knowledge.  This is the very first revelation of Divine 
wisdom to human beings.  Could Lag B’Omer celebrate this revelation as 



well?  Why would we celebrate/remember the fruit of knowledge before 
Shavuot?  Is this text connected to the previous text about serpents? 

And after the completion of the seven years, which he had completed there, 
seven years exactly, and in the second month, on the seventeenth day (of the 
month), the serpent came and approached the woman, and the serpent said to 
the woman, 'Has God commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden?'  And she said to it, 'Of all the fruit of the trees of the 
garden God has said unto us, Eat; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden God hath said unto us, You shall not eat of it, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.' And the serpent said to the woman, 'Ye shall 
not surely die: for God knows that on the day you eat of it, your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be as gods, and you will know good and evil.  And the 
woman saw the tree that it was agreeable and pleasant to the eye, and that its 
fruit was good for food, and she took from it and ate. And when she had first 
covered her shame with figleaves, she gave of it to Adam and he ate, and his 
eyes were opened, and he saw that he was naked. And he took figleaves and 
sewed (them) together, and made an apron for himself, and covered his 
shame.  

  Jubilees 3:1-6 
 



 


