
Bedikat Chametz: A Finding Game 
 
There is a Jewish ritual for finding the last of the chametz (leaven) in a home before Passover.  
The ritual is performed the night before the seder.  Ten small pieces of leaven are left around the 
home, and then they are ritually “found,” gathered, and destroyed.   
 
Some see chametz as symbolic of that which we wish to remove from our lives, and understand 
this search for chametz as analogous to the search to remove undesirable behaviors or elements 
from the self or from the world.   
 
The traditional equipment for the ritual:  
 
a bag or sack (paper, not plastic) 
a candle or flashlight 
a feather or spoon (for sweeping the chametz into the bag; you can also use your fingers) 
ten pieces of leaven (something small and non-crumbly is best, like Cheerios) 
 
For this version, you will also need ten notes to hide with the chametz.  I like to hide funny 
notes.  One year all of the notes had to do with the Hobbit and finding the magic rings (er... the 
magic chametz).  One year all of the notes had to do with our cat.  Whoever searches for the 
chametz gets to read and keep the funny notes that go with them.   
 
Or, you can write ten notes regarding things you want to remove from your life, and collect those 
as you search. 
 
One person hides the ten pieces of chametz around the home with the notes.  The other person or 
people stay(s) outside waiting.  Then everyone gathers at the door to the home with the candle or 
flashlight, the bag, and the feather or spoon.  One person recites the blessing: 
 
Baruch ata adonai eloheinu melech ha’olam asher kidshanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu al bi’ur 
chametz. 
 
or 
 
Beruchah at shekhinah eloteinu ruach ha’olam asher kidshatnu bemitzvoteha vetzivatnu al bi’ur 
chametz. 
 
Blessed are you, Indwelling Presence inhering in time and space, who has sanctified us with your 
wisdom and invited us to burn the chametz. 
 
Then, the person or people search for the chametz.  I like to place an even number of pieces in 
each room, and I like to hide it in places significant to the people who live there (i.e. on the 
keyboard that is always in use, or in the arms of a favorite teddy bear). 
 
At the end of the search, a member of the search team makes the following declaration: 
 



May all leaven that is in my possession, which I have not observed, searched out or known 
about, be regarded as null and ownerless, like the dust of the earth. 
 
If you wish, you can recite this declaration in Aramaic, though it’s not necessary to do so: 
 
Kol chamirah vechami’a de’eeka birshuti dela chamitey udela viartey udela yadana ley libatel 
velehevey hefker k’afra de’ara. 
 
The bag is kept in the home overnight.  In the morning, the bag is burned or otherwise destroyed 
or removed from the home.  One makes the declaration again: 
 
May all leaven that is in my possession, which I have not observed, searched out or known 
about, be regarded as null and ownerless, like the dust of the earth. 
 
If you wish, you can also add the following declaration: 
 
May it be Your will, Divinity of our ancestors, that just as I remove the chametz from my house 
and from my possession, so shall You remove all the negative forces.  Make all the sitra achra 
(other side), all the kelipot, and all wicked acts be consumed in smoke.  Remove all things that 
distress the Shekhina.  Grant us a heart of flesh, an embodied heart, to serve You in truth. Amen, 
Selah. 
 
If your notes are about things you want to remove from your life, burn them with the chametz.  If 
your notes are funny, don’t burn them!  Keep them to enjoy in years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 


